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CHURCH OF THE HOLY NAME OF JESUS 
TO TEACH, TO BUILD, TO SERVE, TO SANCTIFY 

184 Midland Avenue, East Orange, New Jersey 07017 
 

                                   
   

 
SACRAMENTAL CELEBRATIONSSACRAMENT of BAPTISM: 

Baptisms are scheduled on Sundays after the 11:30 a.m. Mass. Parents must first register at the Parish Center for 
confirmation of a date. Parents should be registered members of the church prior to making baptism arrangements.  A copy of 
your child’s birth certificate must be presented as well as sponsor certificates for the godparents, if they are not members of 
the parish. 
SACRAMENT of MATRIMONY: 
Couples planning to marry should make arrangements with the priest 1 year in advance of the wedding date.   
 
MINISTRY to the SICK and HOMEBOUND: 
If you are hospitalized and would like to be visited by your parish priest, please notify the parish directly.  If you are sick or 
homebound and would like to be visited by a priest, deacon or a Eucharistic Minister to bring you Holy Communion, please 
call the Parish Center. 
 
 

Parish Membership: We invite new parishioners to register at the Parish Center. If you are moving, or have an address or 
phone change, please notify the office.  
 

Parish Website: www.hnjeo.org 
 

Rectory and Parish Office Phone: 973-675-4444    
 

E-mail: info@hnjeo.org*                    Social Services: 1-800-227-7413  

Served by: 
Rev. Frederick A. Pfeifer  
Pastor 
Rev. Albert Moritis Oti 
Agywemang 
Rev. Peter Ireorji 
Priests in Residence 
 

Deacon. Leo Woodruff 
Retired Deacon 
 

Henry  Gehman 
Music Director 
CELEBRATION of the 
EUCHARIST: 
Saturday Evening: 5:30 PM 
 

Sunday: 9:00 AM and 11:30 AM 
 

Weekdays: 8:00 AM Monday 
through Saturday in Church 
SACRAMENT of 
RECONCILIATION:  
Saturday: 4:30 PM – 5:00 PM 
EUCHARISTIC 
ADORATION: Every First 
Friday of the month, 8AM-10am in 
Church 
Divine Mercy Chaplet:  
Saturday after the 8:00 A.M. 
Mass. 
 

4th   Sunday of Advent 
Saturday , December 20, 2025 

5:30 PM  People of the Parish  
 

Sunday, December 21, 2025  
9:00 AM Ariel Arceo 
By:   Arceo Family 

 

11:30 AM   Deceased Members of the Woodruff Family 
By:  Woodruff Family 

 

Monday, December 22 , 2025 
8:00 AM Artemio Mendoza Memorial  

By: Diaz & Mendoza Family 
Tuesday,  December 23, 2025 

8:00 AM  Desiree Jerrick Memorial 
By:  Maple Campbell 

Wednesday, December 24, 2025 
8:00 AM Thanksgiving for the Muriithi Family 

By:  Muriithi Family 
.             Christmas          . 
5:30pm Pedro Pablo Memorial 

 

Thursday , December 25, 2025  
9:00 AM Mike Viray Memorial 

By:  Ludy Viray & Family 
11:30 AM  People of the Parish  

 
Friday, December 26, 2025 
8:00 Joey Entena’s Birthday 

By:  Mayet Entena 
 

Saturday , December 27, 2025 
8:00 AM Wedding Anniversary- Alfred & Marva Rudder 

By:  Rudder Family 

http://www.hnjeo.org/


 

First Reading  Isaiah 7:10-14 
Ahaz proclaims the sign that the Lord will give: a virgin shall give birth to a son, Emmanuel. 

Responsorial Psalm  Psalm 24:1-2,3-4,5-6 
The Lord is the King of Glory who established the earth. 

Second Reading  Romans 1:1-7 
Paul greets the community at Rome and declares himself a servant of Christ Jesus. 

Gospel Reading  Matthew 1:18-24 
An angel appears to Joseph, directing him to take Mary as his wife and telling him that the child 
she will bear will be called Emmanuel. 

 

Background on the Gospel Reading 

Finally, on this the Fourth Sunday of Advent, our Gospel Reading permits us to begin our 
contemplation of the mystery of the Incarnation we celebrate at Christmas: “Now this is how the 
birth of Jesus Christ came about” (Matthew 1:18). 

The Gospel of Matthew tells the story of the birth of Jesus from Joseph's perspective. Today's 
Gospel passage is the second movement in this story. In the preceding verses of the first chapter of 
Matthew's Gospel, the Evangelist has listed the genealogy of Jesus, tracing his lineage through 
King David to Abraham. In the chapter to follow, Matthew tells of the visit from the Magi, the 
Holy Family's flight into Egypt, and Herod's massacre of the infants in Bethlehem. (The other 
stories which we associate with Christmas, the Annunciation, the Visitation, the angel and the 
shepherds, are found in the Gospel of Luke). 

We must not gloss over too quickly the difficult circumstances described in today's Gospel. The 
way that Joseph and Mary face these circumstances tells us much about these holy people and their 
faith in God. Joseph and Mary are betrothed to be married. This is sometimes described as an 
engagement period, but it is more than that. Betrothal in first century Jewish culture was in fact the 
first part of the marriage contract. A breach of this contract was considered adultery. Mary is found 
to be with child. If adultery is proven, the punishment might be death. Joseph has rights under 
Mosaic law, but chooses to act discreetly in his plans to break the marriage contract, so as to 
protect Mary. Then God intervenes. 

The message of the angel of the Lord given to Joseph in his dream tells us much about the child 
that Mary bears and his role in God's plan. He is conceived by the Holy Spirit. His name will be 
Jesus, which in the Hebrew means “Yahweh saves.” He will be the fulfillment of the prophecy 
heard in today's first reading from Isaiah: “. . . The virgin shall be with child . . . and shall name 
him Emmanuel [God with us].” 

Joseph does as the angel of the Lord directs. He takes Mary to be his wife and accepts the child in 
her womb as his own. Joseph and Mary are both cooperative with God's plan. They are both 
models for us of what it means to be faithful servants of God. https://s3staging.loyolapress.com/catholic-
resources/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/fourth-sunday-of-advent-cycle-a-sunday-connection/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CHRISTMAS MASS 
SCHEDULE 

Christmas Eve, Wednesday, 
December, 24  
5:30 PM Mass 

with Choir Carol Service at 5PM 
 

Christmas Day, Thursday, December 25, 
 9 and 11:30 AM 

 
 

Vigil Mass, Mary, 
Mother of God, 

Wednesday , December 31 5:30 PM 
 

New Year’s Day, Mary, Mother of God,  
Thursday, January 1, 2026 - 10:00 AM 

 

 
 

STEWARDSHIP - $2,031.00 
Christmas Concert - $100.00 

ON LINE COLLECTION - $977.19 

Music Ministry: 
The parish choir will present a prelude of music starting at 5:15pm on Christmas 
Eve prior to the 5:30 mass. Anyone who was not able to attend last weekend’s 
concert is encouraged to come and enjoy some of the concert pieces before the 
Christmas Eve liturgy. 

 
 


